6/1 2/72 


JJear Jerry, 

I ip.vin ,5 ;:ie jyii/ia's piece in 'Jiie iexae Observer yesterday dveniuji, you said, "I 
kno',/ you won't like this." You ’.;ere correct, bciseu ou „y gwiieral atttiaue, v.liich I've 
enpresnod often enougli, and based on my own r:;fusal to eugase in such meaningless scriven- 
ning except for pay. A vzriter writer for a living and to live what lie night othei-wise 
prefer not to do, does do. hovniver, I also liave other objections after reading it in imste 
last night, a few I didn't expect to liave, I liavo never regaredsn the deliberate and 
unautliorized and uiicreiited use of tlic- -work of others in a sense calculated to reprent 
it as the work of the person whose naiae appears vrith the writing as ethically or morally 
coimaendable, ho natter hov/ often it is repeated, the measure by .liich it is judged does 
not chaiijje. Uor is it influe-nced by the pose or reputation of the one who does it. In 
audition, there afo a feu factual errors, one a bit unkind to Lattimer, ov.;r wliich I shed 
no tears, cind the other another non-accident of a kind Sylvia has repeated in dealing with 
who did wlmt when. Cyril did not ap,:ly to narsiiall for access to the autopsy film in 1966, 
I kuo'w as does Sylvia tiiat I ’was the fir ;t, the morning it was in the papers that tiiis 
stuff had been deposited in the Archives, x;hen 1 appeare;'. in hahmer’s office and vaent tliru 
the formalities. Moreover, as late as after (iraliau's story on the contract appeared, Syril 
not only did not have a copy but was so ignorant of how to gut tilings he didn't even know 
he coula get tills trou the nrcohives by viriting them.. He didn't even ’write the limes for 
a copy of draliam s story, ■‘■‘e askeu me to get that for him (i.-ith three secretaries of fiis 
own yet!), I bought iiim a copy of the original, for -which I await re payment (which I note 
only because of isome of ills less war anted recent s> If-jus iiications) auu, to the best 
of ;.y iaiouledge, ..von Ms tlianlcs. It is I who sent Mm the copy of the panel report, from 
He-w Orleans tiio iginday after its Thursday night release, and he didn't luidorstarid tliat, 
so m liate to eiqilain tiiat the tMs eroinence of forensic patholo;§y. I made a tape for an 
-Mtrely different reason, to keep a record of the ilalleck proce . dings, so you can hear 
it, i’hus I tell you tiiat entirely aside from my oasic reasons for opposiong all such 
fastings into windstorm (anu you iaiow the last attracted a hurricance), wMch can Iiave 
p.rodicatable consvi.iuences (witness the accuracy of my forecast the last time), I also tell 
you with bluntness tiiat desipte Ms Mghest qualifications in Ms field, ;md tMs is 
sincere, he is as ipood as the best, I oppose Mo seeing tMs stuff because lie just doesn’t 
know anytMng of Ms ovjn knowledge about the related facts of the case ana has never taken 
the time to learn. So, I fear the consequences on tMs basis alone, i'here are the others 
of wMcii you -jiov;, hut I an beginning to wonder why Sylvia, ..ith her ratiiSr better tiian 
average record of accuracy, has tMs lingeilng penchant for non-accidental misdating. I 
haven't the prereq.uisites for xuluEibing the huxiiin mind, iiaveii't trieu it witli Diriian or 
Bremer, so i won t with oxhors. nut in tMs case soLie reasons are iMiiy obvious, as tiie 
most casual eioaidiiation of the new writings, as o-'i those of tliu past, siiows with 
consistency. I'll be content if there is no followup as the last attractou, li'.v' 



